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Mercedes Benz W126 S Class 1979 1991 is a legendary model that represents a pinnacle of
luxury, engineering excellence, and durability in the automotive world. Spanning over a decade,
from 1979 to 1991, the W126 series set new standards in safety, comfort, and technological
innovation for the luxury sedan segment. This article delves into the history, design, features, and
legacy of the Mercedes Benz W126 S Class, offering enthusiasts and potential buyers a
comprehensive overview of this iconic vehicle.

Introduction to the Mercedes Benz W126 S Class

The Mercedes Benz W126 was introduced in 1979 as the successor to the W116 S-Class. It was
produced until 1991, making it one of the longest-running models in Mercedes-Benz history.
Renowned for its build quality and engineering, the W126 earned a reputation as a symbol of
prestige and reliability. As a flagship model, it was designed to embody the luxury and safety
standards expected from Mercedes-Benz during that era.

Design and Engineering
Exterior Styling
The W126 showcased a distinctive design that balanced elegance with aerodynamic efficiency. Its

clean lines, squared-off edges, and prominent grille gave it a commanding presence on the road.
Key design features included:

- Long wheelbase with a spacious interior

- Cornered headlights with integrated indicators

- Chrome accents on window frames and bumpers
- Aerodynamic body contours to reduce drag

Interior Comfort and Features

Inside, the W126 was a showcase of luxury and practicality:
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- High-quality leather upholstery

- Wood veneer trims and plush carpeting

- Automatic climate control system

- Power-adjustable seats with memory functions
- Advanced sound insulation for quiet rides

Chassis and Suspension

The W126 was equipped with a sophisticated suspension system designed for smooth rides and
precise handling:

- Independent front suspension with coil springs
- Multi-link rear suspension
- Optional air suspension on certain models for enhanced comfort

Engine Options and Performance

The W126 series offered a range of engines tailored to different markets and customer preferences,
emphasizing durability and performance.

Gasoline Engines

Mercedes-Benz provided several gasoline engine options:
- 2.8L M110 16 engine (280S, 280SE)
- 3.8L M116 V8 engine (380S, 380SE)

- 5.0L M117 V8 engine (500SEL, 500SEC)

These engines combined to offer smooth power delivery, impressive acceleration, and fuel efficiency
for their time.

Diesel Engines
The diesel variants, known for their legendary longevity, included:

- 3.0L OM617 inline-4 turbo diesel (300SD, 300SDL)
- 2.5L OM602 diesel engine in some markets
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Diesel models were favored for their torque and fuel economy, making them popular among fleet
operators and long-distance drivers.

Performance Highlights

- The 500SEL with the 5.0L V8 produced up to 240 horsepower, enabling a top speed of around
140 mph.

- Diesel models could easily exceed 300,000 miles with proper maintenance.

- The W126's engines were known for their robustness and ease of repair, contributing to their
reputation for longevity.

Safety Innovations and Features

The W126 set new standards in vehicle safety, incorporating numerous innovations:

- Anti-lock braking system (ABS) as an option from 1985 onwards
- Driver and passenger airbags in later models

- Side-impact protection with reinforced door beams

- High-strength steel body panels

- Emergency interior trunk release

- Crush zones designed to absorb impact energy

These features contributed to the W1267?s reputation as a safe and secure vehicle, earning it high
safety ratings during its production years.

Legacy and Collectibility

Durability and Reliability

The Mercedes Benz W126 is often regarded as one of the most durable luxury sedans ever
produced. Many units still operate flawlessly after decades, thanks to their solid construction and
straightforward engineering.

Ownership Experience

Owners of the W126 frequently praise its:

- Comfortable ride quality
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- Low maintenance costs relative to luxury vehicles of the era
- Resilience in harsh driving conditions
- Timeless design that remains elegant today

Collector?s Perspective

Today, the W126 has become a sought-after classic among collectors and enthusiasts:

- Limited editions and special models are highly prized
- Restoration projects are popular due to the availability of spare parts
- Its reputation for longevity makes it a practical choice for vintage car investment

Maintenance and Restoration Tips

Owning a Mercedes Benz W126 can be rewarding, but proper maintenance is essential to preserve
its value and performance:

- Regular oil changes and fluid checks

- Inspection and replacement of aging rubber seals and hoses

- Periodic brake system servicing

- Careful preservation of the interior and exterior finishes

- Utilizing specialized workshops familiar with classic Mercedes models

For enthusiasts interested in restoration, sourcing original parts from reputable suppliers or salvage
yards is crucial. Many online communities and clubs dedicated to Mercedes-Benz classics offer
valuable resources and advice.

Conclusion

The Mercedes Benz W126 S Class 1979 1991 remains an icon in automotive history, representing
a perfect blend of luxury, safety, and durability. Its timeless design, advanced features for its time,
and legendary engineering continue to attract enthusiasts and collectors worldwide. Whether as a
classic restoration project or a reliable daily driver, the W126 exemplifies Mercedes-Benz?s
commitment to quality and innovation.

As the years pass, the W126's influence persists, inspiring modern luxury sedans and reminding us
of a golden era of automotive craftsmanship. For anyone seeking a vehicle that combines comfort,
safety, and timeless style, the Mercedes Benz W126 S Class stands out as a benchmark worth
appreciating.
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Mercedes-Benz W126 S-Class (1979-1991): An Iconic Era of Luxury and Innovation

The Mercedes-Benz W126 S-Class, produced between 1979 and 1991, stands as a defining
chapter in the history of automotive luxury and engineering excellence. As the flagship of
Mercedes-Benz?s lineup during this period, the W126 set new standards for comfort, safety, and
technological innovation, establishing itself as a symbol of prestige and durability. Over its extensive
production run, the W126 evolved through multiple facelifts and technological updates, solidifying its
reputation as one of the most influential luxury sedans of the late 20th century. This article provides
a comprehensive review of the W126, exploring its design philosophy, engineering marvels,
variants, and legacy.

Historical Context and Development
Origins and Design Philosophy

The late 1970s marked a pivotal era for Mercedes-Benz, aiming to refine the luxury sedan segment
with the W126. Introduced in 1979 as a successor to the venerable W116 S-Class, the W126 was
conceived to embody the perfect blend of luxury, safety, and technological advancement. The
design philosophy centered around creating a vehicle that offered unparalleled comfort,
distinguished styling, and cutting-edge safety features, all while maintaining Mercedes-Benz?s
reputation for durability and engineering excellence.

The W1267?s styling was characterized by clean lines, a stately profile, and a focus on
aerodynamics, with a drag coefficient of approximately 0.36 ? impressive for its time. The vehicle?s
proportions reflected a focus on spaciousness and presence, with a long wheelbase and generous
interior volume that prioritized passenger comfort.

Production Timeline and Evolution

Produced over twelve years, the W126 underwent several updates, including facelifts in 1985 and
1989, which introduced subtle exterior refinements and technological enhancements. The model?s

longevity is testament to its engineering robustness and the continuous refinement by
Mercedes-Benz to keep it competitive in the luxury market.

Design and Engineering Excellence
Exterior Styling and Dimensions

The W1267?s exterior design exuded elegance and authority. Notable features included:
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- Rectangular headlights, which replaced round units for improved illumination and modern
appeal.

- A prominent grille with the Mercedes-Benz emblem, emphasizing brand identity.

- Smooth, aerodynamic lines that reduced wind resistance.

- Large glass surfaces providing excellent visibility.

- A length ranging from approximately 4.8 to 5.2 meters, depending on the variant, ensuring
ample interior space.

Interior Comfort and Features
Inside, the W126 was a showcase of luxury and practicality:
- High-quality materials, including fine leather upholstery, wood trims, and plush carpeting.
- An ergonomically designed dashboard with intuitive controls.
- Advanced climate control systems, including separate rear and front climate zones.
- Power-adjustable seats with memory functions.

- Optional features like a premium sound system and rear-seat entertainment.

The emphasis was on providing a serene cabin environment, making it a favorite among executives
and affluent buyers.

Chassis and Suspension
The W126 employed a robust chassis designed for stability and safety:
- A body-on-frame construction combined with a unibody design for rigidity.

- An independent suspension system, featuring MacPherson struts at the front and a multi-link
setup at the rear.

- An optional self-leveling suspension system (SLS), enhancing ride quality and maintaining ride
height regardless of load.

This setup contributed to a smooth, comfortable ride and precise handling, characteristic of
Mercedes-Benz?s engineering approach.

Powertrain and Performance
Engine Options

The W126 offered a range of engines, catering to various markets and buyer preferences. Key
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engines included:

- Inline-6 engines:

- 2.8-liter M110 (later replaced by 3.0-liter variants)
- 3.0-liter M103 (introduced during facelift)

- V8 engines:

- 3.8-liter M116

- 4.2-liter M116

- 5.0-liter M117 (notably in the 560 SEL)

- Diesel engines:

- 3.0-liter OM617 four-cylinder

- 5.0-liter OM603 V8 diesel (later models)

These engines were paired with either manual or automatic transmissions, with the latter being more
common in the luxury market.

Performance and Driving Dynamics
Despite its size and luxury focus, the W126 delivered impressive performance:
- The 560 SEL, with its 5.6-liter V8, produced up to 227 horsepower, enabling acceleration from
0-60 mph in approximately 7.5 seconds.
- The inline-6 models offered a smoother, more economical drive suitable for daily commuting.
- The diesel variants provided exceptional torque and fuel efficiency, especially valued in
European markets.
- The suspension and chassis design contributed to a confident, composed ride even at high

speeds or on challenging roads.

The W126 was renowned for its balance between luxury and performance, providing a reassuring
driving experience.

Safety Innovations and Technological Features
Safety First: Pioneering Features

The W126 set new safety standards with several innovative features:

- Anti-lock Braking System (ABS): Available from the mid-1980s, enhancing braking control.



1981 1991 mercedes benz model 126 series 300sd sdl se sel 350s... Vol. 2021, Issue 8

- Seatbelt Pretensioners and Load-Limiting Retractors: Improving occupant protection.
- Crumple Zones and Reinforced Passenger Cell: Designed to absorb impact energy.

- Optional Driver and Passenger Airbags: Among the earliest adoption in luxury sedans.
- Side-Impact Protection: Reinforced doors and side-impact bars.

Technological Innovations

Beyond safety, the W126 incorporated advanced features for comfort and convenience:

- Electronic Climate Control: Ensured optimal cabin temperature.

- Electronic Cruise Control: Provided relaxed highway driving.

- Central Locking and Keyless Entry: For enhanced security.

- Power Windows and Mirrors: Standard in most models.

- Optional Rear Seat Controls and Entertainment: Catering to chauffeur-driven clientele.

These technological advancements contributed to the W126?s reputation as a highly sophisticated
vehicle for its era.

Variants and Market Offerings
Body Styles

The W126 was primarily available in:

- Sedan (Saloon): The most common and versatile body style.

- Coupe (C126): Introduced in 1981, offering a sportier, two-door alternative with a more
streamlined silhouette.

- Long Wheelbase (SEL): Providing additional rear-seat space, popular among VIPs and
executives.

Model Trims and Special Editions

The lineup included various trims, such as:

- 280SE / 280SEL: Entry-level luxury with inline-6 engine.

- 300SE / 300SEL: Improved features and engine options.

- 420SEL / 500SEL: V8-powered models emphasizing performance.

- 560SEL: The flagship V8 model, combining luxury with high performance.
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Special editions included the Mercedes-Benz 600 Pullman, a limousine version, and various
market-specific models.

Market Presence and Legacy

The W126 was sold worldwide, with notable popularity in Europe, North America, and the Middle
East. Its reputation for durability meant many units remained operational decades later, often with
high mileage. The W1267?s influence extended beyond its production years, shaping the design and
safety standards of future Mercedes-Benz models.

Legacy and Collectibility
Durability and Reliability

One of the defining traits of the W126 was its legendary durability. Many units are still on the road
today, testament to Mercedes-Benz?s engineering quality. Properly maintained, these vehicles
could surpass hundreds of thousands of miles with minimal issues.

Collector?s Perspective

Today, the W126 is highly valued among classic car enthusiasts, especially well-preserved models
with low mileage and original features. Its timeless design and technological innovations make it a
sought-after collector?s item, often fetching premium prices at auctions.

Influence on Future Mercedes-Benz Models

The W1267?s safety innovations and luxury features set the blueprint for future generations of
Mercedes-Benz S-Class models, emphasizing a holistic approach to occupant safety, comfort, and
engineering excellence.

Conclusion: An Enduring Symbol of Luxury

The Mercedes-Benz W126 S-Class embodies an era where luxury, safety, and engineering
innovation converged to produce a vehicle that defined its time. Its robust construction, pioneering
safety features, and refined comfort remain benchmarks in the automotive industry. As a symbol of
Mercedes-Benz?s dedication to excellence, the W126 continues to be admired and revered by
enthusiasts and collectors worldwide. Its legacy endures as a testament to the brand?s commitment
to creating vehicles that combine timeless elegance with cutting-edge technology, making it one of
the most influential luxury sedans in automotive history.

QuestionAnswer What are the key features that made the Mercedes-Benz W126 S-Class
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between 1979 and 1991 stand out? The W126 S-Class was renowned for its build quality, advanced
safety features like anti-lock brakes and airbags, luxurious interior, and innovative technology such
as electronic fuel injection and climate control, making it a benchmark in luxury sedans during its
era. How reliable is the Mercedes-Benz W126 S-Class for modern collectors and enthusiasts? The
W126 is considered highly reliable when properly maintained, thanks to its robust engineering. Its
durable construction and availability of spare parts make it a popular choice among classic car
enthusiasts and collectors today. What are common maintenance issues to watch for in the W126
S-Class models? Common issues include aging suspension components, oil leaks from the engine
or transmission, electrical system faults, and worn-out rubber seals. Regular maintenance and
timely repairs help preserve the vehicle's performance and value. How does the Mercedes-Benz
W126 compare to other luxury sedans of its time? The W126 was considered superior in safety,
build quality, and comfort compared to many contemporaries like the BMW E23 or Jaguar XJ,
establishing itself as a symbol of automotive luxury and engineering excellence in the late 20th
century. Are parts and service still available for the Mercedes-Benz W126 models today? Yes, many
parts are still available through specialized suppliers and Mercedes-Benz classic parts divisions.
Additionally, a dedicated community of enthusiasts and specialized mechanics supports
maintenance and restoration efforts. What is the typical value range for a well-maintained
Mercedes-Benz W126 S-Class from 1979 to 19917 Values vary based on condition, mileage, and
originality, but well-preserved models can range from $5,000 to $20,000 or more, with rare or fully
restored versions fetching higher prices in the classic car market.
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